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After going on sabbatical for two years, I'm back full of

Barry University pride and "living the Barry life" in

sunny South Florida! 

Read all about my adventures on my blog!
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Bucky Christina Barcelona
Buccaneers, where to go when you have a Trip Advisor list from the Pope himself? All of them.
C’mon it’s the Pope making travel recs, not the traveling gnome.

 

So first up – Paris. City of Lights. Flew past the Napoleon’s Arc de Triomphe. Swapped out my
pirate hat for a beret and walked down Avenue des Champs-Elysées. Then I headed to the
Louvre. It was a medieval fortress in the 12th century but it’s now home to a ton of artwork and
BOOYA! offers a walking tour, no lie, that follows the footsteps of the DaVinci Code book. I was all
over it. Got my culture on, admired amazing pieces of art and learned that there aren’t 666 panes
of glass in the pyramid. Snopes alert – there are 673. Sorry conspiracy theorists.

The tour follows the book so of course I managed a glimpse of the Mona Lisa. And I mean a
glimpse – it’s behind glass, roped off with a queue area and there were a bazillion tourists packed
like sardines– the painting is kinda small so I wasn’t able to ponder the smile that much.

By this time I was a bit arted out so I flew over to Notre Dame Cathedral. Spires, stained glass,
the whole gothic works. South Tower was a must see for me - 400 step climb to the top. At the
top we’re admiring the view and ginormous parrot as I am, I went all Quasimodo Oh-allllll that
I’ve everrrrrr loved!!!!  and everyone up there busted out laughing except for this one lady that
screamed. I guess she never read “Hunchback of Notre Dame” by Victor Hugo. Another missed
YouTube moment.

I didn’t think anything could top that, but being the rockstar Buccaneer that I am with timing - it
was the cathedral’s 850 birthday and I was there when it got new bells. Nine of them. I met this
pigeon named Jacques at the top of the Tower and he was telling me that during the French
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Revolution they took down all 20 of their bells and used 19 of them to make a cannon. The one
remaining one is called Emmanuel - its 13 tons. All the bells they tried since then were lame and
always off key. Just like Britney Spears.

The new bells are pitch perfect and for the first time since before the revolution they rang in
ancient harmony. It was a perfect day to be a mascot and get a crowd psyched.

What else can I tell you about Paris? It pays to be a parrot when you want to see the Eiffel Tower.
After the climb at the cathedral I wasn’t about to walk up or wait for the Tower elevator. I am my
own express lift. Flew up. So up at the top – amazing view.  Just don’t look down if you a) are
skeered of heights or b) find the sight of hundreds of cigarette butts gross. Bucky is a smoke-free-
zone and the ledge around the top of the tower visitor’s stand looks like an ashtray.

 

From Paris I headed to Barcelona – felt like waking into “Alice in Wonderland” or “Once Upon a
Time – Wonderland” if TVs your thing.  At the top of this hilltop is Park Güell. Gaudi designed it to
look like a 19th century fairground. Übertrippy. No other way to say it. Think giant gingerbread
house, mosaic dragon fountain and multi-colored benches that look like giant sea serpents. It
was the perfect place for a giant pirate parrot such as myself to blend in and chill. I could see
most of Barcelona all the way out to the Mediterranean Sea. When Gaudi lived here with his niece
she must’ve felt like Alice.
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